55.   NEEDLESS EXPENDITURE

A long letter lies before me. It contains a well-deserved but
gentle criticism of our present movement and of the workers en-
gaged in it, I reproduce below extracts from it which one should
read:1

I have given a summary of the 25-page letter almost in the
correspondent's own words. The writer is a thoughtful person
and has said everything with a good motive. I know nothing
about some of his allegations, but it is indeed my experience
that public funds are being misused a great deal. I have even
criticized this from time to time, I have known many instances
of more money than was necessary having been spent on the com-
forts of workers. This practice is very much less prevalent now,
but I must admit that there is still room for reform. There is
certainly some substance in the complaint that expenses on con-
veyance are incurred much too readily. We now wish to serve
the poorest of the poor and to be their representatives. I have
no doubt, therefore, that there should be much greater simplicity
in our lives than there is at present. A carriage must not be hired
so long as one can walk the distance. Public workers arriving as
one's guests need not be treated to banquets. Workers come to-
gether not to enjoy dinners but to render service.

I have not understood what the correspondent has in mind
in the veiled reference he has made to the subject of association
with women. The point did not become clear to me even after
I had read the whole letter. But one can guess a little from the
analogy the writer has used. I have no doubt that seeking
women's company for its own sake is sinful and reprehensive.
Workers who are guilty of this can render little service to the
people. But association with women in the Ordinary course of
public work is unavoidable and, therefore, to be accepted. We
have kept women very much suppressed. They have lost their
womanhood. A woman has a right to go out of her home in
order to serve, it is her duty to do so. As day by day women
come to take greater part in our movement, we shall see more

1 Not translated here. The correspondent had complained of the workers'
love of comforts and their preference for foreign articles, and also drawn
Gandhiji's attention to the needless expenditure incurred on his accoynt
whenever he visited a. place,